
MARCH 2006

The News of Women in Development, New York

211 West 56th Street, Suite 7J • New York, NY 10019 • Tel: (212) 265-7650 • Fax: (212) 265-7525
Email: widny@widny.org • Web site: www.widny.org

On May 15, 1995, Margarita Rosa was appointed
Executive Director of the Grand Street Settlement.
Grand Street Settlement operates programs for over

10,000 people, annually. Its mission is to encourage and nur-
ture self-determination among families and individuals through
learning, advocacy, support, and community building. Grand
Street programs include early childhood education, after-
school education, youth development and leadership, adult
education, and a senior citizens’center. Ms. Rosa is responsi-
ble for the overall management and direction of the agency.

Margarita Rosa was the New York State Commissioner
of Human Rights from 1990 through 1994. She was appointed
to the position by Governor Mario M.Cuomo.She was the first
woman, the first Hispanic and the youngest person to serve in
this position.

In her capacity as Commissioner of Human Rights, Ms.
Rosa served as Vice-Chair of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Commission and of the Governor’sTask Force on Implementation
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. She was a member of the
Board of Directors of the Center for Women in Government,
and was also the Chair of the Division of Human Rights’Advisory
Panel on Inter-Group Relations, which was convened at the
Governor’s behest.

Ms.Rosa graduated cum laude from Princeton University
with a Bachelor of Arts in history and received a Doctor of Law
degree from Harvard Law School. In addition to her work as a
litigation associate at two private law firms, one of which spe-
cialized in civil rights litigation, labor law and international
law, Ms. Rosa served as a staff attorney at the Puerto Rican

Legal Defense and Education Fund. Ms. Rosa served as the
Division of Human Rights’ General Counsel and Executive
Deputy Commissioner prior to being named Commissioner.

Ms.Rosa was awarded a Revson fellowship to teach in the
Urban Legal Studies Program at the Center for Legal Education
and Public Policy of City College,City University of New York. She
has also taught at the Fordham University School of Law, the
Robert F.Wagner Graduate School of Public Service at New York
University, and the School of Public Affairs at Baruch College.

Ms.Rosa has been a member of the Boards of Directors of
the Feminist Press of the City University of New York, the New
York Civil Liberties Union, the Public Interest Law Foundation
of New York University Law School, the Lower East Side Family
Union, United Neighborhood Houses, Legal Services for
Children and the Human Services Council.

Ms. Rosa has been on the faculties of several continuing
legal education programs and has spoken extensively on a vari-
ety of topics including human rights and discrimination in
employment, housing and mortgage lending, and non-profit
management and governance.

She currently serves on the Boards of Directors of the
Foundation for Child Development, the Non-Profit Coordinating
Committee, NPower NY, the Human Services Council, and the
National Philanthropic Trust. She was a member of the Mayor’s
Committee on the Judiciary from 2002–May 2004. She is a
member of the NYC Commission on Women’s Issues. She also
served as a Vice Chair of the Advisory Committee of the
Independent Budget Office of the City of New York. Ms.Rosa’s
daughter, Marisol, is a student at Princeton University.

“The Pursuit of Excellence: Promoting Diversity
In the Non-Profit Sector”

FEATURING

Margarita Rosa, Esq.
Executive Director

Grand Street Settlement

Monday,April 3, 2006
12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
The Princeton Club
15 West 43rd Street

Members: $40 in advance/$65 at the door
Non-Members: $50 in advance/$65 at the door

Cancellations not accepted after Wednesday, March 29, 2006
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, May 1, 2006
Woman of Achievement 
Award Luncheon
Sponsored by
Raybin Associates

Honoring
Ellen V. Futter
President
The American Museum of Natural History

11:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Cipriani 42nd Street
110 East 42nd Street

Jenny Azrak Food Bank For New York City
Gawanya Baity
Jan Blumenfeld Yeshiva University
Kristy Bongiovanni
Ruth Cohen
Shannon Connelly Columbia University Medical Center
Terri Coppersmith Central Park Conservancy
Monique Dana Dana Corp.
Alice Dei-Sheldon
Susan Delvalle El Museo del Barrio
Nan Donelan
Amy Draemel School of American Ballet
Barbara Drayer The Dalton School
Dawn Duncan New York University
Naheed Elyasi National Council on Economic

Education
Florence Eng Phipps
Kristin Fehrenbach Project Renewal, Inc.
Nicole Ferris
Erin Flannery Thirteen/WNET
Brigid Flynn New York Foundation for the Arts
Lucretia Gilbert
Mindy Gordon Carnegie Hall
Arin Gornstein CCS Fund Raising
Jacqueline Halpern Lenox Hill Neighborhood House
Sherrye Henry Phoenix House
Jennifer Herring The Maritime Aquarium of

Norwalk
Elizabeth Howell Community Healthcare Network
Cheryl Hurley The Library of America
Beth Jenis United Jewish Communities
Laura Johnson
Kristy Johnson amfAR
Jessica Johnson Princeton University Alumni

Association
Sharon Kessler Big Brother Big Sister of NYC
Robin Klor Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center
Patricia Levins The College of New Rochelle
Deborah Lipton
Rachel Lobovsky Women’s American ORT, Inc.,

a member of ORT America
Suzanne Lutwick Hackensack University 

Medical Center

Irina MacGuire The Chapin School

Teri Maiorca Baruch College

Stacy Margolis London Symphony Orchestra 
American Foundation

Allison Martin Hudson River Museum

Kate Meacham Marymount School

Bernadette Michel EngenderHealth

Liz Mullane The Advertising Council

Barbara Perl Mutual of Omaha

Judith Pineiro Museum of Arts & Design

Gayathri Rajasekhar Solutions for Progress

Marissa Reibstein American Cancer Society

Sandra Rodriguez Ross Institute

Allyn Rose NewYork Weill Cornell
Medical Center

Nancy Rubini

Deborah Sack Hunter College—CUNY

Josie Sandler Korn/Ferry International

Nicole Sheahan YAI

Katherine Snider Lower Eastside Tenement Museum

Lucy Solymar Leodas Solymar

Helen Stewart Hispanic Federation

Tenley Williams Doctors Without Borders

Suhui Won The Skin Cancer Foundation

Editha Yango

The following joined WID, NY between November 20, 2005 and February 9, 2006


